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LETTER 

To  the  Right  Honourable 

W- - .  P - , 


By  a  C  I  T  I  Z  E  N. 

*  .  \ 

P raclar e  e(l  apvd  Platonem ,  ftmiliter  facere 
eos,  qui  inter  fe  contenderent  uter  potius 
rempublicam  adminijlr't ,  utt  fi  nccutae  cer- 
tarent,  quit  eorum  potijjimum  gubernarei. 
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jis  th  following  Pages  contain  Obfervations  on 
a  certain  L  t  T1  ER  'which  lately  appeared 
in  Publick,  it  will  not  be  improper  to  infert 
the  Letter  itfelf. 


A  Letter  from  a  Right  Honourable  Perfon  to  - 

in  the  City . 


De  a  r  Sir, 

FINDING  to  my  great  Surprife,  that  the 
Caufeand  Manner  cf  my  refigning  the  Seals,  is 
grofly  mifreprefented  in  the  City,  as  well  as  that  the 
moft  gracious  and  fpontaneous  Marks  of  h is  Majefiy’s 
Approbation  of  my  Services,  which  Marks  followed 
rny  Refignation,  have  been  in  fa  moufiy  traduced  as 
a  Bargain  for  my  forfaking  the  Publick  :  I  am  un¬ 
der  a  Neceffity  ot  declaring  the  Truth  of  both  the'e 
Fadls,  in  a  Manner  which  I  am  fure  no  Gentleman 
will  contradift ;  a  Difference  of  Opinion  with  regard 
to  Meafures  to  be  taken  againft  Spain  of  the  higheii* 
Importance  to  the  Honour  of  the  Crown  and  to  the 
molt  eflential  national  Intereffs,  (and  this  founded 
on  what  Spain  had  already  done,  not  on  what  that 
Court  may  farther  intend  to  do)  was  the  Caufe  cf  mv 
refigningf  the  Seals.  Lord  'Temple  and  I  lubmitted 
in  W  riting,  and  figned  by  us,  our  mod  humble 
Sentiments  to  his  Majefty,  which  being  over- ruled 
by  the  united  Opinion  of  all  the  red'  of  the  King’s 
Servants,  I  refigned  the  Seals  on  Monday  the  5th 

of 


.  ( 1V ) 
of  this  Month,  in  order  not  to  remain  refponfible  for 
Meafures,  winch  I  was  no  longer  allowed  to  guide. 
Mod  gracious  publick  Marks  of  his  Maiefty’s  Ap- 
probation  of  my  Services  followed  my  Refig'nation  ; 
i  hey  are  unmerited  and  unfolicited,  and  I  fhall  ever 

be  proud  to  have  received  them  from  the  belt  of 
Sovereigns. 

I  will  now  only  add,  my  dear  Sir,  that  I  have  ex¬ 
plained  thefe  Matters  only  for  the  Honour  of  Truth, 
ri0t  ln  any  court  Return  of  Confidence  from 

any  Man,  who  with  a  Credulity,  as  weak  as  it  is 
injurious  has  thought  fit  haftily  to  with  draw  his  good 
Opinion  fi  om  one  who  has  lerved  his  Country  with 
Fidelity  and  Succefs ;  and  who juftly  reveres  the  up¬ 
right  and  candid  Judgment  of  it;  little  felicitous 
about  the  Cenfures  of  the  Capricious  and  the  Unge¬ 
nerous  :  Accept  my  fincere  Acknowledgments  for 
*dl  your  kind  hriendfhip,  and  believe  me  ever  with 
I  ruth  and  Efteem,  my  dear  Sir, 


Tour  faithful  Friend  &c. 
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LETTER,  &c. 
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S  I  R, 

F'MIITHOUT  any  further  Apology, 
^  w  fl*  than  that  I  have  not  the  Pleafure  of 
be',nS  perfonally  acquainted  with  you, 
may  I  be  permitted  to  introduce  my- 
felf  into  this  Ccrrelpondence,  and  fo  proceed 
to  make  fome  few  Obfervations  upon  the 
Letter  which  you  was  pleafed  to  infert  in  the 
Public  Leidger  of  Saturday  the  1 7 th ,  and 
Monday  the  19th  of  Odlober,  1761  :  A  Let¬ 
ter  no  way  calculated  to  footh  the  Minds  of 
the  People,  with  regard  to  the  whole  of  his 
Majefty’s  Servants,  who  now  fit  at  the  Helm 
of  Affairs:  But,  before  entering  upon  a 
minute  Difcuffion  of  the  feveral  Particulars 
therein  contained,  I  humbly  defire  to  obferve 
in  general  that  Addreffes  and  Letters  to  the 
Public  from  a  Commander  in  Chief,  or  from 
a  Prime  Mini  her,  is  not  fo  agreeable  to  the 
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Dignity  of  either  C  ha  rafter,  -3  every  one  is 
apt  to  imagine. 

You,  Sir,  mu  ft  oe  fenfible  that  every 
Engliflman  is,  by  our  excellent  Conftitution 
fecure  and  fafe,  both  in  his  Perfon  and 
Eftate  ;  nay,  and  in  his  Charafter  alfo,  un¬ 
til  condemned  by  Law.  When  a  Priibner 
appears  in  Court  before  a  Judge  and  Jury,  he 
is  looked  upon  as  innocent  untill  he  is  found 
Guilty:  He  has  nothing  to  do  with  the  Mob, 
neither  with  the  City  Politicians  at  Com  hill 
and  behind  the  Exchange,  or  with  the  fre¬ 
quenters  of  Arthur  s  Chocolate  Houfe,  or  the 
D—l  Tavern  itfelfj  his  Bufinefs  is  only 
with  the  Law,  and  nothing  is  incumbent  up¬ 
on  him,  or  even  expedited  from  him,  but  to 
Anfwer  in  a  legal  Manner,  whatever  Ac- 
cufations  may  be  brought  again  ft  him. 

It  is  obfervable,  that,  for  a  Commander, 
when  ftript  of  his  Employments,  to  interf'car 
in  the  Town  Difputes  about  his  Conduft;  is 
an  Innovation  introduced  by  a  certain  Noble 
Lord,  who  likewife  ufhered  in  a  new  Way 
of  fighting  among  the  Britijh  Troops,  and 
like  Captain  Bohadill  flood  ftill  with  the 
Cavalry  under  his  Command  :  Let  that  Angu¬ 
lar  Eeio  enjoy  his  own  Sentiments,  and  ftand 
alone  in  his  Opinion.  Generals  and  Officers 
for  the  moft  Part  have  referred  their  Defence 
till  the  Time  of  appearing  before  the  Judges 
appointed  to  make  Enquiry  into  their  Con¬ 
duct  j  ’tvvas  then,  and  not  til!  then,  that  they 

began 


began  to  make  their  Apology,  which  in 
Proportion  as  it  was  never  attempted  previous 
to  the  Tryal,  would  win  and  infinuate  with 
the  greater  Infenfibility  upon  the  Minds  of 

7e  JjHge-S  and  with  this  veiy  Aigument 
that  he  was  “  already  condemned  by  the 

Populace:  Did  Captain  Richard  Fox  be¬ 

gin  his  Defence  before  the  Court-Martial, 
whereof  Sir  Peter  Warren  was  Prefident, 
and  which  was  appointed  at  the  exprefs  De¬ 
fire  of  bit  Edward  Hawke  in  October ,  i  ^47. 

Many  Inftanccs  can  be  produced  where 
both  Prime  Minifiers  and  Commanders  in 
Chief  have  fat  fiknt  while  under  the  Frowns 
of  a  Court  :  The  illufirious  John  Duke  of 
Marlborough,  when  ftript  of  all  his  Places, 
complained  of  no  Body,  andaccufed  no 
Body;  neither  did  the  Earl  of  Stair  when 
he  left  the  Army  at  Worms,  where  a  Mutiny 
was  apprehended  on  Account  of  the  Abfence 
of  his  Lord  (hip  ;  and  later  than  tbefe. 
His  Royal  Highnefs  the  Duke  of  Cumberland, 
who,  I  allure  you,  made  no  Job  of  the  War, 
by  marching  up  Hill/  down  Dale,  and  tra¬ 
veling  the  Country,  *  followed  the  fame  Ex¬ 
ample,  he  retired  from  his  Employments 
without  troubling  himfelf  with  any  Addrefies 
or  Letters  to  the  City  or  Country  ;  the  Mar- 
fbal  Duke  de  Noailles  did  the  fame  in  the 
Year  1743 ;  and  fo  will  every  Man  of  a  folid 

Under- 
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Underhand  in  g  an  d  Jud  gment.  Perhaps  yon 
will  not  with  all  your  Exuberance  of  Speech 
find  an  Inftance  where  a  Prime  M  ini  her 
applied  himfelf  to  the  Public  in  the 
Manner  you  have  done  ;  or  if  he  did,  it 
was  only  with  a  View  to  Glence  the  Voice 
of  Clamour,  and  not  in  the  lead:  to  imitate 
M.  Anthony ,  who  inflamed  the  Minds  of  the 
Multitude  by  feditious  Harrangues  and  poi- 
fonous  Infinuations :  And  this  leads  to  the  Con- 
fideration  of  the  Epiftle  itfelf,  which  has  oc- 
cafioned  this  Correfpondence. 

In  the  Preamble  of  your  Letter  you  fet 
out  with  obferving  the  “  falfe  Light”  in 
which  the  City  of  London  viewed  your  Re- 
lignation  of  the  high  Office  you  bore,  as  well 
as  the  Mark  of  Royal  Favour  §  which  His 
Majefly  was  gracioufly  plcafed  to  confer  upon 
you.  No  doubt  your  Spys  have  been  in  all 
the  Coffee- Houfes  in  Town,  in  order  to  give 
you  Intelligence,  to  the  Intent  you  might 
lend  out  a  Letter  to  the  Public,  which  juft 
renders  them  as  wife  as  ever,  and  conveys  in¬ 
to  their  Minds  the  Tale  of  a  Tub  and  of  Lorn 
Thumb.  The  City  of  London  being  fo  great 
a  Part  of  the  Community  that  flie  pays  annu- 


§  A  Penfion  of  3000/.  per  Annum  ;  the  Title  of 
Baronefs  to  Ejlher  his  Lady,  and  the  Name  and  Dignity 
Baron  of  Chatham  to  her  Eldeft  Son  and  his  Heirs 
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ally  one  Sixteenth  Fart  of  the  Land-Tax,  has 
certainly  a  Right  to  be  ufed  Politely  by  every 
Britifh  Miniffer,  but  particularly  by  one 
who  lies  under  the  ftrongeft  Obligations  of . 
Gratitude  to  her,  as,  by  her  Influence  alone, 
you  was  once  re-inflated  into  the  Favour  of 
your  Sovereign :  She  has  a  good  Title  to  the 
lureft  Intelligence,  tho’  indeed  I  think  that 
an  officious  Conveyance  of  an  imperfedt  Re¬ 
prefen  tation  is  no  Favour-  at  si  1 1  hoi,  Sn, 
could  we  fuppofe  the  Citizens  of  London  had 
a  Power  vefted  in  them  to  call  you  to  an  Ac¬ 
count  for  refigning  your  Place  of  Secretary 
of  S  ate  at  this  important  Crifis,  and  that 
with  one  Voice  they  appointed  you  to  attend 
upon  them  at  any  of  their  Public  Halls; 
fuch  as,  Ironmongers  Hall ,  Stationers  Hall, 
or  Guild-Hall,  would  you  give  them  no  fur¬ 
ther  Satisfadtion  than  what  is  contained  in  the 
general  Terms  wherein  your  Letter  is  con¬ 
ceived?  Would  it  be  fufficient  to  tell  them 
that  you  had  differed  in  Opinion  from  the 
whole  of  his  Majeffy’s  Servants  in  a  Queftion 
about  the  Grown  of  Spain!  Pray  what  Satis¬ 
faction  would  arife  to-  any  Man  of  common 
Senfe  from  an  Account  of  this  Kind?  Let 
any  Perfon  ferioufly  peru fe  your  Letter,  and 
pry  into  the  Myfteries  of  it,  he  will  be  at  a 
Lofs  to  find  out  the  Interpretation  thereof;  lie 
tSl  hardly  dilco.er  the  Queftion  on  which 
you  fplit  With  his  Majefty’s  other  Servants ; 

perhaps  it  may  have  been  about  fome  of  the 
f  r  many 
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many  Revolutions  in  that  Monarchy  for 
there  M  not  a  Kingdom  in  Europe  'ihole 
fimory  is  fo  replete  with  numerous  Revolu- 
tions  and  grand  Events  as  the  Spamjh  Annals. 
Or  did  you  and  they  differ  in  your  Opinion 
about  the  Marine  of  Spain,  the  State  of  her 
Finances,  toe  Number  of  her  Troop*  the 
Marriage  of  her  King,  with  Madam  Adelaide 
or  r ranee  ■,  or  in  what  were  your  Sentiments 
lingular  from  thofe  of  your  Fellow-Servant* 
who  attend  about  the  Perfon  of  the  Kine  ? 
The  Singularity  of  the  Phrafe,  What  Spain 
had  alreaay  done, ,  not  on  what  that  Court  ‘ may 
jurther  intend  to  do, ,  leads  to  many  Conjectures 
.nee  flie  can  have  afted  no  Part  in  the  Poli¬ 
tical  Syitern  of  Europe,  but  what  (he  may 
do  again :  In  a  natural  and  agronomical Senfe 
her  learned  Men  may  have  done  this  Sum¬ 
mer  what  none  now  living  within  her  Mon¬ 
archy  will  ever  have  an  Opportunity  to  do- 
tney  may  have  obferved,  with  the  greateft 
Accuracy  and  ExaCtnefs,  the  Tranfit  of  the 
Planet  Venus  over  the  Difk  of  the  Sun ;  they 
may  have  carefully  examined  the  Ring  that 
was  about  the  Planet’s  Body,  while  on  the 
Surface  of  the  glorious  Luminary,  that 
beautifies  and  adorns  the  Syltem.  They  by 
their  Skill  may  more  than  any  Nation  in 
Europe ,  have  made  the  moft  folid  and  care¬ 
ful  Obfervations  upon  that  wonderful  Pheno¬ 
menon,  in  order  both  to  difeover  the  Bulk  of 
fne  Sun,  his  Diftance  from  the  Earth,  as  alfo 

the 
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the  Figure  of  the  Planer,  and  to  accourit  for 
the  glimmering  Light  that  hovered  about  her, 
during  the  Time  fhe  was  in  one  ffrait  Line 
with  the  Earth  and  Sun;  or  perhaps,  Spain 
Iras  difcovered  fome  new  Colony,  which  as  it 
is  new,  fo  can  be  vifited  every  Day  of  the 
Year,  and  may  ever  henceforth  be  called  a 
new  Difcovery.  But  pray  what  has  Spain 
done?  For  I  a  dure  you,  that,  for  the  Sake 
of  my  Fellow  Citizens,  I  am  truly  defirous 
to  know  :  Do  her  Ships  trade  with  the  French 
in  Europe  and  in  America ,  fo  do  the  Swedes 
the  Danes,  and  the  faithful  Allies  of  Great 
Britain  the  Dutch  themfelves ;  and  it  is  as 
unreafonable  to  flop  the  Trade  of  Spain 
with  France  in  Europe ,  as  it  is  to  break  off 
all  Correfpondence  between  the  Cities  of 
London  and  Brijlol,  ■  or  between  thefe  and 
New  Gaftle-upon-Fyne :  The  Monarchies  are 
contiguous,  their  Colonies  are  fo  too;  and 
tho’  we  he  at  variance  with  France ,  what  is 
that  to  Spain?  They  like  a  wife  and  trading 
People  fit  Neuter  in  the  Quarrel,  and  carry 
on  a  Correfpondence  and  Traffic  with  both: 
’Tis  true  the  French  and  Spaniards  may  be 
connected  by  frequent  Intermarriages,  and 
the  other  Ties  that  unite  more  cloiely  than 
even  thole  of  Blood,  and  in  that  Cafe  many 
rich  Cargoes  of  French  Commodities  may  be 
fmuggled  in  Spanijh  Veffels  to  the  Sea- Ports 
in  France ;  but  is  the  Fault  of  the  Smugglers 
to  be  revenged  upon  the  Body  of  the  Nation? 
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I  believe  no  Perfon  will  deny  that  there  are 
Smuggleis  in  Kent  and  Suffix ,  as  well  as  ill 
Gcifcouy  or  in  Galicia  :  the  Municipal  Laws  in 
either  Kingdom  are  not  diffimilar  againft 
thefe ;  and  the  Rights  of  Peace  and  of  War 
have  already  determined  what  is  conti  aband, 
and  what  is  fubjedt  to  be  taken  by  us. 

The  fame  Law  that  authorifes  the  fearch- 
ing  for  French  Goods  on  Board  of  Dutch 
Bottoms,  likewife  entitles  to  fearch  after 
French  Property  in  Spanijh  VeiTels :  The  Law 
is  a  dumb  Magidrate,  and  that  of  Nations 
know's  no  Didindlion  ;  let  the  Spahi/h  VeiTels 
be  fearched,  as'the  Law  of  Nations  diredts; 
let  thefe  Goods,  if  contraband,  be  feized  ;  but 
then  let  not  an  univerfal  Conclufion  be  de¬ 
ducted  from  fome  particular  Premifes  con¬ 
trary  to  the  fundamental  Principles  of  Logic. 
The  Spanifh  Monarch,  who  owed  one  Crown 
to  the  Influence  of  Great  Britain  £,  has  in 
the  politeit  Manner  declared  his  Royal  Inten¬ 
tion  to  live  in  perfedt  Harmony  and  Good- 
Will  with  our  illuftrious  King.  Has  he  not 
fent  Orders  to  reprove  the  Governors  of  fuch 
Forts  as  difeovered  a  Partiality  to  the  French 
Privateers  ? 

And  here,  Sir,  I  cannot  but  remonlfrate 
with  you  on  the  Behaviour  of  Privateers; 
fome  of  whom  amontr  ourfelves  have  not  be- 

A  W 
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the  Weight  of  the  Brii'ijh  Fleet,  Anno  1734* 
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haved  ftriiftly  according  to  the  Rules  laid 
down  by  Civilians ,  when  treading  of  the 
Sovereignty  of  the  Seas  and  of  Right  upon 
the  Ocean :  Pray  have  not  fome  of  our  own 
private  Ships  of  War  added  in  a  Manner  which 
can  be  known  better  from  the  Journals  of 
the  High  Court  of  Admiralty  at  the  Old- 

Bailey ,  than  from  me. 

The  only  Thing,  loudly  complained  of 
by  the  Nation  in  general,  is  the  Releafing  of 
the  Duke  de  Penthievre  Indiaman,  which  had 
been  taken  by  the  Shift  gallic an  Privateer, 
Captain  Fojler,  on  December  the  26th,  1756; 
a  Subjedt  which  might  create  a  long  Series  of 
Difputes,  without  coming  to  a  final  or  fettled 
Determination  j  for  we  have  not  the  Minutes 
before  us  as  they  were  taken  in  Court  at  Cadiz , 
where  the  Spanifb  Conful  prefided :  For  my 
own  Part,  I  am  among  the  Number  of  thole 
who  cannot  as  yet  determine  whether  the 
Duke  de  Penthievre  Indiaman  was  a  legal  Prize 
or  not?  I  am  not  thoroughly  convinced  of 
the  A  itigalican  Privateer  being  without  View 
of  the  Spanijh  Coaft,  when  the  French  India¬ 
man  lirft  came  in  Sight ;  but  be  that  as  it 
will,  end  fuppofe  the  Crew  of  the  Antigallt- 
can  did  not  get  material  Juftice  ?  Pray  is 
that  a  Reafon  for  breaking  with  the  Crown  of 
Spain  ?  Does  any  Perfon  believe  that  no  un- 
iuft  Decifions  ever  palled  in  ffe/hnin/ler-Ha //, 
or  in  the  Houfe  of  Lords ?  Charity,  which 

thinketh  no  Evil,  determines  me  to  think 
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tat  ?ourt  aPP0>nted  at  Cadiz,  for  the 
Ina  of  the  Legality  of  the  Prize,  aded  with 
Candour,  accordmg  to  the  Laws  of  the 
Country:  But  will  any  Pcrfon  take  upon  him 
to  anfwer  for  the  Politenefs  and  Difcretion  of 
the  Crew  of  the  Antigallican?  'Who  knows 
but  thefe  refufed  to  lower  their  Sails  to  the 
SpaniJJ:  Forts,  or  to  the  Spanijh  Admiral? 
And  doubtlefs  fucli  Pundilios  fettled  by 
Treaties,  and  built  upon  the  Bafis  of  good 
Faith,  ought  to  have  been  obferved :  For  I, 
inany  Times,  have  heard  of  a  Caufe,  which 
fuffered  thro’  the  Infolence  of  a  Party.  Put 
"ihat  could  be  the  Reafon  of  your  proceeding 
to  fuch  an  Extremity,  as  that  bf  abandoning 
your  Station,  for  the  Sake  of  differing  with 
the  other  Servants  that  attend  the  Bufinefs  of 
the  King?  Perhaps  you  was  for  declaring  War 
againft  Spain-,  or,  at  lead,  for  fitting  out 
Ships  with  Letters  of  Marque,  for  cruifing  up¬ 
on  the  Merchantmen  of  that  Monarchy  -  and 
that  thefe  Steps  have  been  oppofed  by  the 
whole  Body  of  his  Majefly’s  other  Servants  : 
And  now  let  me  remonflrate  with  you  on  the 
unreafonablenefs,  either  to  declare  War  againft 
Spain,  or  to  let  loofe  our  Privateers  upon  the 
Trading  Ships  of  that  Kingdom. 

According  to  all  Civilians,  who  wrote  up¬ 
on  the  Subjed  of  Peace  and  War,  no  Quar¬ 
rel  ought  io  be  entered  into  between  Potentates 
of  any  kind,  unlcfs  upon  juft  and  prudent 
Confederations :  For  “  Prudence  and  even 
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“  Humanity  perfnade  not  to  involve  ourfelves 
“  in  a  War,  by  the  Profecution  of  which, 
“  more  H  urt  than  Good  will  redound  to  us, 
“  and  to  our  Countrymen  *.  ” 

At  this  Time  to  begin  a  War  with  Spain, 
would,  in  my  humble  Opinion,  be  attended 
with  the  greateft  Di  fad  vantages;  the  Capture 
of  our  Ships,  and  the  Confufion  of  our 
Colonies,  whofe  Wounds,  occafioned  by  a 
Five  Years  War,  will  be  the  Work  of  Tirre 
to  bind  up:  Confider,  Sir,'  what  Numbers  of 
Men  have  fallen  during, that  Period,  and  what 
wafling  Defolation  has  been  caufed  in  our 
Back  -Settlements,  by  Indian  Inhumanity  i 
the  Inhabitants,  for  the  moft  Part,  being 
either  dead,  maimed,  or  worn  out  in  the 
Service  of  their  Country;  young  Men  are  a3 
fcarce  in  the  feveral  Colonies  of  North 
America ,  and  of  the  Caribbee  lflands ,  as  in 
Kent  or  SttJJ'ex  itfelf :  Indeed  the  Britijh  Navy 
is  vaftly  fuperiour  to  that  of  Spain ,  and  is  at 
this  Time  more  formidable  than  ever  :  But 
what  then?  Suppofe  we  fhould  in  one  Cam¬ 
paign  deftroy  the  whole  Spantfh  Navy  §,  we 
have  not  Forces  to  conquer,  much  lels  to  re- 

B  2  tain 


*  Puffend.  Lib.  ii.  de  Officio  Civis,  cap.  18.  §  I. 

§  The  Spanijh  Navy  at  this  Time  confifts  of  Fifty 
Ships  of  the  Line,  carrying  3312  Guns,  fix  of  which  are 
of  80  Guns,  each  of  whom  are  equal  in  Bulk  to  the 
Britannia  or  Ryal  George ;  they  have  I  wenty-two 
Frigates,  Twelve"  Xebeques,  Two  Packet-Boats,  Four 
Bomb  Veffels,  Four  Fire-drips,  and  Seven  Gallies. 
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tain  the  Spanifh  Settlements  that  may  fall  to 
us:  Befides  this,  the  Poflefiions  which  thefe 
retain  ip  Mexico  and  Peru ,  upon  the  G.dph 
of  Florida  and  the  Iftthmus  of  Darien,  are 
too  unhealthy  for  EnglifJj  Conffitutions. 
The  Memorable  firft  of  April,  1741,  when 
a  formidable  Britijh  Fleet  of  Twenty-one 
S'.nps  oi'  the  Line,  and  Twenty  Thoufand 
Dand-Forces  wer-  baffled  and  repulfed  before 
Carthagena,  need  not  be  infilled  on :  The 
barbarous  Cruelties  which  many  of  our  brave 
Countrymen  buffered  thro’  the  Mifunderftand- 
jng  of  the  Sea  and  Land  Officers  are  Shocking 
to  Humanity:  An  Admiral  of  the  fame  Stamp 
and  Character  may  again  be  fent  outj  a  Man 
of  a  weak  Underftanding,  lfrong  Prejudices, 
boundlefs  Arrogance  and  over-boiling  Paf- 
fions,  may  attempt  the  Reduction  of  Cartha¬ 
gena,  and  may  again  meet  with  a  Repulfe : 
At  this  he  may  be  fo  much  enraged,  as  not 
to  allow  the  Surgeons  of  the  Fleet  to  drefs  the 
Wounds  of  the  Sick  and  Dying:  He  may 
fit  unmoved  at  the  difmal  Spectacle  of  feeing 
the  brave  Soldiers  and  Sailors  floating  up  and 
down  the  Harbour,  and  torn  to  pieces  by  the 
Vultures  and  other  Birds  of  Prey. 

Bcfides  this.  War  is  generally  divided  into 
Defen  five  and  Offenfive:  The  former  is  un- 
derraken  for  the  Protection  cf  ourielves  and 
of  .-or  Property,  againft  theunjuff  Invafion  of 
others,  or  for  affeiting  our  Right  to  what  is 

teiuled  us,  tho’  jultly  due  to  us;  In  any  of 
•  •  •  which 
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which  Cafes,  no  Man  will  be  againft  a  War 
with  Spain,  or  any  other  Power. 

“  On  the  other  Hand,  an  OfFenfive  War 
is  that  which  is  undertaken  for  the  Repara¬ 
tion  of  an  Injury  received,  or  for  prevent¬ 
ing  the  fame  for  the  future  ”  and  did  I 
think  that  the  Court  of  Spain  had  done  an# 
real  Injury  which  could  not  be  redreffed  m 
an  Amicable  Manner  ( the  Method  pre  cribcd 
by  every  Civilian  before  proceeding  to  Ext  e- 
mities,)  I  fhould  not  oppofe  declaring  War 
againft  that  Monarchy  :  but  this  I  am  at  a 
Lofs  to  know  ;  and  as  for  your  Letter  from 
which  fo  great  Things  were  expected,  I  can 
learn  Nothing  :  However  in  either  Cafe,  R.e- 
prifals  are  to  be  made  before  an  adiuai  War 
is  declared,  and  in  any  Event,  bv  the  Law  of 
Self-prefervation,  every  State  ought  to  confi- 
der  whether  more  Hurt  will  accrue  to  the 
Enemy  or  to  themfdves  before  it  be  begun. 

For  my  Part  I  am  among  the  Number  of 
thofe  who  am  not  for  declaring  War  againft 
Spain,  as  I  think  it  contrary  to  the  Priucip  es 
laid  down  by  eveiy  Author,  who  at  any  1  me* 
wrote  upon  Peace  and  vVar.  I  o  be  lire 
JLngland  and  Spain  c  uid  do  each  orher  gre^c 
and  reciprocal  Damage  3  but  his  as  ue  th-:t 
they  can  do  each  otner  gear  and  rccipoy-.l 
Good  3  for  lome  Years  there  ;  as  be  n  a  p  v- 
fe£fc  Harmony  between  the  two  \a  i  ns,  ..s 
well  as  a  good  Undcrftanriing  between 
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refpedtive  Sovereigns  j  nor  muft  it  bo  fotg 

•  r  t 


(  18  ) 

that  lately  the  prefent  Catholic  King,  while 
King  of  Kiaplet  and  Sicily  honoured' the  Uni- 
verfity  of  Oxford  with  a  Prefent  from  his 
Poval  Hand,  and  declated  himfelf  in  the 
politeft  Manner,  as  highly  honoured  by  cor- 
rei  ponding  with  fo  auguft  and  learned  an 
ikfTernbly  j  he  received  in  the  me  ft  obliging 
Manner,  a  Letter  wrote  in  Latin  by  them. 

It  may  be  a  falfe  Suppofition  that  you  and 
the  other  Servants,  attending  upon  the  Bufinefs 
of  our  illurtrious  King,  differed  in  Opi¬ 
nion,  with  regard  to  a  Declaration  of  War 
againft  Spain  >  yet  tis  certain,  you  deferted  the 
Bufinefs  wherein  you  was  employed  by  two 
fucceffive  Sovereigns,  as”  you  would  no  longer 
“  be  refponlible  for  the  Meafures  that  were 
“  taking  ;  and  becaufe  the  Sentiments  deli- 
“  vered  in  writing  by  you  and  Lord  Temple. , 
“  weie  difapproved  of  by  the  other  Servants 
“  of  his  Majefty.  *’  A  Conduct  in  itfelf 
which  however  it  may  (how  the  Honefty  of 
your  Heart,  the  Uprightnefs  of  your  Inten¬ 
tion  and  Zeal  for  the  Publick  Good,  yet  it 
discovers  no  Greatnefs  of  Soul,  no  Depth  of 
Uudtrftanding,  no  Reach  of  Thought,  little 
Solidity,  fmall  Penetration  and  Judgment  ; 
and  were  all  the  King’s  Servants  to  imitate 
your  Example,  cur  Monarch  however  pof- 
feffed  of  the  moft-  refined  Wifdom,  would 
foon  be  left  in  the  Infancy  of  his  Reign,  to 
manage  Affairs,  which  require  both  Years 
and  Experience  to  conduct  them. 


Tis 
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Tis  admirably  well  obferved  bv  the  moft 
illuftrious  Patriot  -J~  ever  Rome  produced,  that 
fuch  as  are  engaged  in  the  Management  of  a 
Slate,  ought  not  to  relinquifh  his  Station  on 
any  Difference  of  Opinion  that  maf  happen " 
between  him,  and  t'nofe  united  with  him : 
he  very  juftly  and  elegantly  with  Plato,  com¬ 
pares  fuch  a  Conduct  to  an  untimely  Difnute 
between  two  Pilots,  about  guiding  a  Ship  in 
the  middle  of  a  Storm.  The  incomparable 
Author  begins  the  Chapter,  by  declaring  that 
the  Rulers  of  a  State  ought  to  follow  invari¬ 
ably  the  two  Precepts  laid  down  by  P.'ato  in 
the  Management  of  the  Rebuplic,  firft  that 
they  do  every  Thing  fo  much  for  the  Good 
of  the  Community,  as  in  a  Manner  to  relin- > 
quifh  any  Concerns  of  their  own  ;  and  next 
that  they  take  Care  of  the  whole  Body  of  the 
Republick,  in  fuch  fort,  that  while  they  are 
ferving  one  Part,  they  do  not  abandon 
another;  fuch  as  take  particular  Care  of  one 
Part  of  the  Community,  and  negledt  the  other, 
introduce  a  Matter  of  the  moll  deftrutSive 
Tendency;  they  ufher  in  Mutiny  and  Difcord,.  . 
for  hence  it  is  that  feme  appear  popular,  and 
others  ever  delirous  to  appear  fludious  of  that 
which  is  beft,  while  few  Rudy  the  Welfare 
of  All?  Hence,  continues  he,  arofe  Seditions 
and  Mutiny  among  the  Athenians ,  and  in  our 
Republick  the  moll  defolating  civil  Wars, 

which 
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which  every  wife  and  prudent  Citizen,  and 
eve  y  Man  worthy  of  Preferment  ought  to 
Run,  to  hate,  and  to  abhor:  Nay,  and  chufe 
Death  rather  titan  abandon  himfelf  to  any  of 
the  F*  ibleshithe- to  named.  Ambition,  con¬ 
tinues  he,  and  an  immoderate  Purfuit  -after  . 
Honours  and  Public  Applaufe,  is  of  all  things 
the  moil  wretched  and  miferablej  and  ele¬ 
gantly  did  Pluto  write  of  thete,  that  fuch 
Rulers  as  (hive  among  themfelves,  which 
fhouid  govern  the  State  to  the  beft  Advantage, 
were  like  a  Ships  Crew  driving  who  fhould 
belt  direft  the  Helm.  Will  any  Man  fay 
that  if  a  Ship  was  in  a  Storm,  and  two  Pilots 
d  ffer  about  the  Direaion  of  her  Courfe,  that 
either  the  one  or  the  other  w  ould  do  well  to 
d  feit  the  Station  afligned  him  becaufe  he  did 
not  get  his  Will;  in  the  Event  that  the  other 
detected  his  Error,  he  wmuld  have  none  to 
affift  him  in  direaing  the  Veffelon  a  contrary 
Courfe  t  >  that  whereon  he  had  fleered..  I 
believe,  Sir,  you  will  not  doubt  of  the  Sin¬ 
cerity  and  Uprightnefs  of  fuch  as  differed  from 
you  '  and  why  might  you  not  have  continued 
L  yout  Station,  notwithftanding  any  Diverfity 

of  Sentiment  from  them:  The  Right  of  the 

Thing  is  what  ought  to  be  fought  out  by  every 
Patriot :  Let  Popularity  be  defpenfed  w<th  ; 
and  indeed  it  was  too  D'aflator  like  to  throw 
up  the  honourable  Place  you  bore,  meerly  be¬ 
caufe  your  Words  were  not  received  like  thole 

of  an  Oiacle. 


Y°u  know  Sir,  that  the  Managers  of 
public  Bufinefs  have  in  all  Ages  differed 
fometiines  among  themfeves,  and  fometimes 
have  added  at  one  Period  of  their  Lives,  qui<e 
different  from  the  Courfe  they  afterwards 
purlued.  I  once  heard  that  a  great  Com¬ 
moner,  who  to  an  uncommon  Redundancy 
of  Speech,  and  rolling  Volubility  of  Tongue* 
added  an  over-bearing  Keenefs,  fometimes 
appeared  on  one  Side  of  the  Queftion  and 
fometimes  on  the  other;  that  once  upon 'a 
Motion  in  the  Houle  about  bringing  in  a 
Body  of  Foreigners  for  the  Defence  of  this 
Country,  he  l'upported  the  fame  with  all  his 
Rhetoric,  and  made  flaming  Speeches,  fome 
of  them  three  Hours  long,  in  fupport  of  the 
Bill:  The  fame  Patriot  afterward  changed 
Sides,  and  not  only  fpoke  againft  bringing  in 
Foreigners,  but  even  in  lifted  upon  the  pre- 
pofterous  Inconfiftency  of  having  any  Con¬ 
nections  with  the  Continent:  And  that  the 
lame  Perfon,  who  refufed  to  fend  over  three 
or  four  national  Britijh  Regiments  to  the 
Army,  commanded  by  the  King’s  own  Son, 
did  afterwards  fend  over  a  numerous  Army  of 
30000  Men,  to  be  commanded  by  a  General 

whofe  Intereft  it  was  to  prolong  and  continue 
the  War. 

When  the  News  of  your  Refignation  was 
firft  mentioned  at  Sams  Coffee-Houjc ,  and  up¬ 
on  the  Exchange,  there  was  the  greateft  Di_ 
verftty  of  Opinion,  that  fome  extraordinary 

(  Cafe 
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C^fe  had  happened ;  rh.it  M.  Bufy  had  difcovered 
all  your  Schemes  and  outwitted  you,  or  that 
you  had  rcfigned  on  Account  of  fome  bodily 
Infirmity,  luch  as  the  Gout,  a  Malady  that 
frequently  fours  the  fweeteft  DUpofitions,  and 
fills  the  moft  amiable  Temper  with  Acri¬ 
mony  and  Difguft  ;  while  others  j  clged  that 
you.  Like  a  true  Patiiot  and  a  generous  Friend 
to  your  Country,  had  been  thwarted  in  your 
Scheme  of  putting  an  End  to  the  War. 

You,  Sir,  muft  be  fen fi hie  how  much 
Fortune  is  your  Friend,  in  being  the  Darling 
of  the  People,  notwit!  (landing  fome  Schemes 
are  puriued  that  entirely  overturned  other 
IVliniflers  of  State.  Victory  has  indeed 
crowned  the  Britifh  Arms  in  the  four  Quar¬ 
ters  of  the  Globe,  in  the  Courle  of  your  Ad- 
miniftration  •  the  Britifh  Ships  have  been  fuc- 
cefsful  both  upon  the  Coaft  of  the  Enemy 
and  upon  the  Ocean :  Such  an  Acquifition  of 
Territory  is  added  to  the  Britifh  Empire, 
that  it  will  be  hard  to  find  Jnhab  tan's  to  fet¬ 
tle  it  in  a  proper  Manner  5  and  yet,  under  ail 
thefe  favourable  Circumftances,  your  Country 
is  involved  in  a  Berman  War,  which  it  is  the 
Intereft  of  the  Enemy  to  prolong,  and  no 
way  the  Advantage  or  our  own  Commanders 
to  put  an  End  to.  Britain  is  involved  in 
double  the  Expence  (he  ever  was  at  before  ; 
in  a  Deluge  of  Calamities  which  are  better 
conceived  than  expreiTed  ?  Is  not  all  kind  of 
Labour  taxed  almoft  beyond  what  it  can  bear,, 

without 
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without  any  Addition  of  Wages  fr  it:  Is  not  the 
very  Drink,  that  cheats  the  Heart  of  the  Trades¬ 
man,  the  Meehan  ick,  and  in  faft  the  Bulk  of  the 
Community,  taved  with  an  Addidona  Duty,  in 
order  to  carry  on  a  Foreign  War;  were  ever  inch 
Subfidies  paid  as  now;  Did  ever  fo  large  a  Re¬ 
venue  return  to  the  Exchequer  as  at  this  Period  ; 
no  lefs  than  19,616,1 19  /.  19  J.  9  d.  •,  is  colle'fted 
from  the  different  Duties  within  Britain ,  one  fifth 
Part  of  which  goes  towards  fupporting  the  German 
War,  in  which  not  only  our  Soldiers  are  knocked 
on  the  Head,  but  many  die  in  that  infatiable  Gulph 
of  Deft r udl ion  to  every  Englishman:  And  if  we 
extend  our  Views  a  little  further,  how  does  Saxony , 
Silcfia,  and  Pomerania ,  groan  under  the  Weight  of 
their  Afflictions,  All  is  Horror!  All  is  Calamity! 

If,  Sir,  you,  and  your  Fellow  Servants,  had 
differed  in  Sentiments  about  putting  an  Pnd  to  fuch 
Devaluation,  I  fliould  not  have  been  lurprized  it 
the  natural  heelings  of  your  Heart  had  carried  you 
to  the  Extremity  of  deferring  your  Puff,  when 
thefe  were  for  continuing  the  Havock  ;  but  to  ue- 
iert  your  Station,  becaufe  your  Fellow-Servants 
would  not  agree  to  begin  another  War,  which 
would  have  made  Spain ,  Italy ,  and  Sardinia ,  a 
Field  of  Blood,  as  Germany  has  been,  does  not 
convey  that  amiable  Idea,  which  once  was  enter¬ 
tained  of  you. 

At  this  Time,  you  know,  that  the  King  has 

been  joined  in  Marriage  with  a  Princefs  who  uoes 

Honour  to  the  Dignity  flue  is  advanced  to:  Yyu 

know  likewife  that  his  Majelty  is  but  Young  in 

Years,  tho*  endued  with  the  Wiidom  of  Gicy 

Hairs:  You  in  fhort  are  older  than  he,  and  ids 

Royal  Byes  were  fixed  upon  you  %  and,  I  dare  lay, 

he  never  expected  that  upon  a  difference  of  Semi- 

ment. 
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fi-lent,  with  his  other  Servants,  you  fhoulci  fly  from 
your  Station  ;  betides.  His  Majefty  has  given  you 
diltinguilhing  Marks  of  his  Royal  Approbation 
and  Good-Will;  and  can  you  be  lo  ungenerous  as 
to  relinquifh  the  Service  of  !o  good  and  lo  worthy  a 
King?  As  you  are  the  Talk  at  this  Time,  not  only 
of  Britain  in  general,  but  of  Europe,  nay  of  the 
whole  World,  pray  do  nothing  that  may  argue 
Self-Conceit  or  Weaknefs;  let  your  o»n  good 
Senfe  and  Penetration  direct  you  again  to  relume 
the  Functions  of  the  high  Place  which  you  bore; 
gratify  the  People,  whole  Darling  and  Anchor  you 
have  been  for  thefe  five  Years  pair,  for  in  your 
.  Safety  they  think  their  own  confiits;  pray  remem¬ 
ber  the  Goodnefs  of  your  Royal  Mafter,  and  the 
Concern  of  our  late  aged  and  illuftrious  Sovereign, 
for  his  young  Succefibr  you  will  be  agreable  both 
to  King  and  to  i  eople,  lor  whatever  you  may 
think,  yet  believe  me,  your  Influence  will  not  be 
fo  much  without  the  great  Seal  as  with  it:  Commit 
no  more  Faults  ag, drift  the  exprefs  Directions 
given  by  the  moft  eminent  Men  that  Greece  or  Rome 
produced  Had  I  fome  of  your  Oratory,  fome  of 
that  Strength  of  Faculties,  fome  of  that  every 
Talent  with  which  you  are  endowed,  I  would  em¬ 
ploy  the  lam  to  prevail  upon  you,  which  if  I  can¬ 
not,  you,  and  all  to  whom  thefe  Pages  may  come, 
will  I  hope  believe  that  I  mean  well,  when  I  tell 
you  •  with  great  Sincerity,  that  1  am  entirely  of 
Plato' s  Opinion,  which  is  “  That  a  Ruler  of  Pub- 
“  lick  Affairs  who  re linqui flies  lus  Station  on  A c- 
“  count  of  a  difference  in  Opinion  from  his  Fellow 
“  Adminillrators,  acts  abfurdly  and  is  an  Enemy 
‘-1  to  his  King  and  Country.” 

r  i  n  1  s.  ■  • 
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